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Presidents’ Potluck 
 
Baset Zarrug (MRSA President) and Dr. Docherty (MRU President) hosted the third (3rd) annual 
Presidents’ Potluck on January 29, 2014 in the Staff Lounge.  It was a very fun event!  There were lots of 
creative foods and wonderful conversations taking place.  The attendees were encouraged to bring a 
twoonie to support the MRSA Scholarship and Bursary Fund.   Our students will be very appreciative of 
the help! 
 

Negotiation Open Houses 
 
The collective bargaining process is about to begin.  Mid January, a survey was sent to the membership 
requesting feedback.  In February, the Negotiation Team has set two (2) dates for Open Houses to 
present a PowerPoint and to hear further comments.  The Open Houses will be scheduled as following: 
 
Jenkins Theatre (I115) 
 
Tuesday, February 4 and Thursday, February 13 from Noon to 1:00pm 
 

MRSA and MRFA Executive and Negotiation Teams Meet 
 
We have the pleasure of hosting the MRFA Executive and Negotiating teams (MRSA/MRFA) for a lunch 
on February 6th.  We will take this opportunity to reconnect with the MRFA Executive but also introduce 
the Negotiation team members to each other.  It is important to both Associations to open the lines of 
communication and dialogue.   Over the past few years, both Associations have worked together to 
strengthen our relationship and to find opportunities to work collaboratively to benefit us both.    
 

MRU Coalition 
 
The Collation Committee members from the MRSA, MRFA and SAMRU met and agreed to draft a 
collective message to be taken foreword to a meeting with Linda Johnson, the Chair of the Calgary PC 
Caucus, scheduled in February.  This message is to remind the government of the value of Post 
Secondary Education (PSE) and the important role it plays for the individual and the community.  



One of the ideas that Baset suggested is to have all staff, faculty and student associations in the province 
meet once a year to talk about post secondary education.  This may help form a stronger sense of unity 
among all of the stakeholders who are part of the PSE.  Having one voice for the PSE stakeholders will 
have a greater impact on the government and its future vision for the PSE. 

 
Transportation Advisory Committee Report 
 
The MRSA is privileged to sit on the Transportation Advisory Committee.  During the last meeting on 
November 29, 2013, it was noted that the Parking Department is seeing a lower volume of transactions 
in the “Visitor” and “Day “lots as well as in permit sales.  Year-end forecasting identified the possibility of 
being $700,000 short of budget expectations. 
 
It was identified that there was a 24% reduction in Employee permit sales, 19% reduction in Student 
permit sales and a 28% reduction in “Other” permit sales compared to the 2012/2013 fiscal year.   
Similarly, it was identified that transactions were down in both the short term Visitor lots and the Day 
lots.  This was attributed to both price sensitivity of consumers and a lower number of students, 
employees and others being on campus this year.   
 
Exiting the East Gate Parkade in peak hours (3 to 5 pm) has been identified as a problem.  As an interim 
solution, Security Services has changed the traffic signs at the exit during peak hours to only allow 
vehicles to make right hand turns.  This is not solving the problem, rather shifting the problem to other 
exits on campus and most noticeably mentioned was the Recreation exit.  It was recommended that a 
long term solution be implemented prior to September 2014 to accommodate the additional vehicle 
volume that is expected when Lot 7 closes for the construction of the Library. 
 
On that note, the preliminary design for the Library includes 80-85 underground stalls (similar to CCL).  
During this process, approximately 500 stalls/700 permits will be lost from the Lot 7 closure.  There is a 
possibility of closure to the East Gate entrance as the Library excavation and Conservatory construction 
will be underway.  MRU will be setting up meetings with Calgary Transit in early 2014 to determine how 
the Library project impacts the East Gate bus service (there is a high probability that buses will need to 
stay on Richard Road during the construction).  On a good note, some surface stalls (approximately 35) 
will be returned in Winter 2015 when the exterior of the Conservatory is completed.  The next TAC 
meeting will be taking place February 14, 2014. 
  

Learning Opportunities in February 
 
The MRSA Develop, Train and Learn (DTL) Committee in conjunction with the Learning and Development 
Committee in HR have come up with some amazing learning opportunities for staff in February.  Check 
out the link on the MRSA website (www.mrssa.ca) to see the calendar.  If you would like to take 
advantage of an offered course, please contact prodev@mtroyal.ca 
 
February Learning Opportunities   
 

Informal Meeting with Dr. Docherty  
 
The next meeting with Dr. Docherty will take place on Friday, February 28, 2014 from 10:00-11:00am in 
the Staff Lounge (W305).  Come with any questions or comments that you may want addressed. 
 

Karen’s Korner 

Why do I love February? 

http://www.mrssa.ca/
mailto:prodev@mtroyal.ca
http://www.mrssa.ca/pdf/2013-2014%20L&D%20Calendar_January%206.pdf


-saving best reason for last but meanwhile….. 

-Feb has Valentine’s Day in it—what woman doesn’t love receiving chocolates from her special mate? 

Whoever dreamt that gift up was a genius! 

-Feb has our awesome Family Day holiday on the 17th….hopefully families do get out with their kidlets 

and enjoy all our city has to offer.  

-wonderful February is so great—it is the shortest month of the year that even gives us an extra day 

every 4 years! 

-did you know that at one time Feb only had 23 days? The very famous Julius Caesar decided to remake 

the Roman calendar and thus Feb became 28 and 29 days in 713 BC. 

-how about Groundhog Day? How can one ever forget Bill Murray in his famous movie? Oh yea….and 

the real Groundhog- whom we all wait for to come out of his little burrow to check in with us and let us 

know if we have to suffer for 6 more weeks of winter or not. 

-did you know that you would be basking in the August type sun if you lived in the Southern Hemisphere 

during this third month of winter for us? 

-and can’t forget the Sports fanatics….this is the month of the famous American Super Bowl and all 

those great ads!  

-Feb is the month we plan on adding things to our MRSA staff room, look for puzzles, books, magazines 

etc to be arriving on occasion. Feel free to share in working on a puzzle and make a new friend. Anyone 

have a used bookcase they wish to donate? 

-and yes, the 10th is very special to me as it is my birthday which I happily celebrate each and every year! 

Feel free to drop by and high five me and give me a hug  

 

Karen Hiebert 

 


